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April 5, 2001 
 
 
 

INFORMATION LETTER 407-01-61 
 
 
 
 
TO: All Owners/Operators of Bell 407 Helicopters. 
 
SUBJECT: M407 AIRSPEED REDUCTION (VNE), REMOVAL OF 
 
REFERENCE: Transport Canada Aviation AD CF-2001-01. 
 
 
 
This information letter is issued to update our customers on the status of the VNE 
reduction for the 407. 
 
Effective immediately, Transport Canada Airworthiness Directive (AD) CF-2001-
01R1, copy attached, removes the Model 407 airspeed restriction. 
 
Based on preliminary investigation reports, Transport Canada elected to release 
an Airworthiness Directive (AD) to mandate a reduction in the VNE from 140 KIAS 
to 110 KIAS, for aircraft fitted with the Airspeed Actuated Pedal Stop (AAPS).   
 
A briefing was held last week with TCA, FAA, CTSB and NTSB to review the 
findings to date. While investigation into the cause of the accident continues, all 
parties present agreed that no data has emerged to confirm that the accident 
was initiated by a tail rotor strike.  
 
Bell Helicopter wishes to thank our customers for the commitment and continued 
loyalty they have demonstrated in the Model 407 while working through this 
airspeed restriction. 
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