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INFORMATION LETTER 407-01-62 
 
TO:   All Owners/Operators of Bell 407 Helicopters. 
 
SUBJECT:  M407 AIRSPEED REDUCTION (Vne), REMOVAL OF 
 
REFERENCE: FAA Letter:  E. Bries to W. Barbini, dated April 10, 2001 
             
Revision B is for the purpose of clarifying the FAA requirements for removal of the 
airspeed restriction as originally introduced by their attached letter rescinding AD 2001-
01-52. 
             
Effective immediately, Federal Aviation Authority (FAA) letter, referenced above, 
removes the Model 407 airspeed restriction.  There is no need to apply to the FAA for 
Alternate Method of Compliance (AMOC) if you met the intent of the attached 
letter. 
 
New Procedures: 

A) File attached FAA letter in the helicopter log books. 
B) Remove the airspeed limit placard and airspeed indicator redline installed 

under Airworthiness Directive (AD) 2001-01-52 and any other 
modification associated with the AD. 

C) No further action is required to resume flight manual VNE. 
 
Based on the preliminary investigation reports, the FAA elected to release AD 2001-01-
52 to limit airspeed from 140 KIAS to 110 KIAS with the Airspeed Activated Pedal Stop 
(AAPS) installed. 
 
An information briefing was conducted by Bell for the FAA, TCA, CTSB and NTSB to 
review the findings to date.  While the investigation into the cause of the accident 
continues, all parties present agreed that no data has emerged to confirm that the 
accident was initiated by a tail rotor strike.  Therefore the FAA has agreed to remove the 
temporary airspeed restriction and allow the aircraft to return to its certified Vne of 140 
KIAS provided that the AAPS system has been installed. 
 
Bell Helicopter wishes to thank our customers for the commitment and continued loyalty 
they have demonstrated in the Model 407 while working through this airspeed 
restriction. 
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